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PROGRAM NOTES

Peter llyich Tchaikovsky composed the ballet The Nutcracker in 1891-1892. Based on Alexandre Dumas’
adaptation of E. T. A. Hoffmann’s story, The Nutcracker and the Mouse King, the ballet was premiered on
December 18, 1892 in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Before the premiere, Tchaikovsky selected eight pieces from the ballet and created The Nutcracker Suite,
Op. 71a, which became an immediate success.

To this day, The Nutcracker remains one of the most popular ballets, and contains some of the most
recognizable and best-loved Christmas music.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Scenes from The Nutcracker contains four numbers from Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker Suite, Op. 71a. The
March should be performed in a light staccato style throughout.

The flute section is featured in the Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy. Again, the music here should be
performed in a light staccato manner.

The Waltz of the Flowers has a metronome marking of 156-162. You may wish to conduct this section in
“1” with J = 54. The Tst clarinet part between measures 77-96 may be played either by a soloist or by
the section.

There is a brief statement of the Arabian Dance at measure 123. The crescendo in the timpani and
suspended cymbal should be quite dramatic in bar 126, leading into the Trepak. There is an optional
accelerando beginning in measure 177. If used, be sure that the tempo increases gradually, leading into
the new tempo at measure 185.

I hope you find Scenes from The Nutcracker to be an exciting and worthwhile musical experience!
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Scenes from “The Nutcracker”

FULL SCORE By Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
Approx. Duration - 5:00 Arranged by Michael Story (ASCAP)
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“Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy”
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