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2 From The Musical Comedy “THE MUSIC MAN"

SEVENTY SIX TROMBONES

Conductor By MEREDITH WILLSON
Arranged by PHILIP J. LANG
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SEVENTY SIX TROMBONES

Field Formation

ROSEMOUNT HiGH SCHOOL “TROMBONE"

NUMBERING THE BAND

For rapid checking of attendance and for easy placement on the field, number each
member of the band according to his place in rank and file. Rank runs across the
field, and file runs up and down the field. (See Diagram). Thus, the first man in the
first rank and first file is Number 11, the first digit designating rank, the second
digit designating file. The Number 12 would indicate first rank and second file, Num-
ber 13, first rank and third file, etc. (See Diagram of Marching Square).

“SKULL PRACTICE”

On a large blackboard make a copy of the field indicating yard markers, then copy
TROMBONE FIGURE, indicating each person’s position in terms of their placement
on the field. Be sure to indicate the center of the field so that they know approxi-
mately where to go in terms of the field positions. Thus, in the event that anyone is
absent from field rehearsal he will still know where to go during the field maneuver.

After drawing the chart figure on the board, read the directions for executing the
maneuver to the band and trace the movement on the board with a long pointer or
your baton, so that each person knows exactly how the movement is done.

PROCEDURE FOR “TROMBONE" FIGURE

1. Form band in marching square behind Goal Post. Bring Ranks 7 and 8 (cornets
and trumpets) in front of band in a V or arrow head figure.

2. Play fanfare which leads into Roll Off and Street March. Ranks 7 and 8 open
like swinging gates to permit band to march through. As band marches for-
ward, Ranks 7 and 8 fall into their respective positions.

3. Band moves down field playing Street March to 30 yard marker and marks
time playing as Color Guard moves down to 25 yard marker, and Drum
Major and Majorettes take up position at 35 yard stripe right of center.

4. Upon signal from Drum Major, File 1 moves downfield to 37 yard marker right
of center to form base of bell.
5. File 2 attaches to end of File 1 and forms flare of bell in arrowhead shape.
6. File 3 attaches to File 2 and forms upper pipe of trombone.
7. File 4 attaches to File 3 and forms curved upper end of trombone.
8. File 6 moves forward to form lower end of trombone around 30 yard stripe.
9. File 5 attaches to end of File 4 and peels off moving down to meet File 6 for
lower pipe of trombone.
10. File 7 attaches to File 6 to complete middle pipe or mouthpiece pipe of trom-
bone.
11. File 8 splits at mid-field 50 yard stripe to form crossbars and mouthpiece of
trombone.

12. When band is in formation, Drum Major stops Street March at complete ca-
dence, drums roll off and band plays SEVENTY SIX TROMBONES.

13. If night game, turn on white lights on band caps to outline figure.

14. For added movement, band can march down to end of field, about face and
retrace steps to opposite end of field, holding Trombone Figure throughout.

COMING OUT OF FIGURE

Upon completion of performance of SEVENTY SIX TROMBONES, drums roll off into
Street March, File 5 opens between 75 and 85 to permit File 1 to march through into
regular marchlng formation. Each successiveFile attaches to previous numbered File
until band is again in a Marching Square. Drum Major signals counter march and
band continues with next maneuver planned.



TROMBONE FIGURE
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