(It Is Chrz‘stnéas.) | /

ndre Jutras

_ A French Canadian Yuletide Celebration

2 R




3338

About The Composer

Andre Jutras, currently director of the Symphonic Band at the Universite’
Laval School of Music, Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, has a great deal of
musical experience, both as a performer and as a composer/arranger.

His early instrumental training included attending the Conservatoire Na-
tional de Musigque de Montreal, Montreal, Canada where he earned
diplomas in both chamber music ard oboe performance. During this
time, he won numerous awards for his performing abilities.

Andre Jutras began his arranging and conducting career at an early age,
writing arrangements and conducting stage bands and concert bands in
Asbestos, Quebec, Canada, his hometown and won many awards with
those bands. In addition, he wrote several arrangements for band and or-
chestra as the principal arranger for the Quebec Symphonic Orchestra’s
“pops” concerts and children’s “matinees”.

Presently, Mr. Jutras plays English Horn with the Quebec Symphonic Or-
Chestra and teaches Oboe and English Horn at Ste-Foy College and the
b i Universite’ Laval School of Music, both in Quebec City and is studying
Andre Jutiras composition and orchestration with Francois More! and conducting with
Simon Streatfield.

A Note To The Conductor

C’est Noel! is based on three traditional Christmas songs that are well known throughout Canada and the
United States and is structured in a fast/slow/fast form.

The metronome markings are only suggested tempos and the conductor should not hesitate to alter them in
order to suit his/her interpretation. Achieving balance and clear articulation are most important. Cross cueing
is indicated on the conductor score as well as on the parts and should be used as necessary.

C’est Noel! opens with a brilliant introduction based on “Je est Ne’ le Divin Enfant” (He Is Born The Holy
Child) and is played by the trumpets over a rhythmic accompaniment. Care should be taken to observe proper
dynamics and to avoid a harsh sound. The following andante section is scoted as a woodwind trio consisting
of a flute, oboe and saxophone while a clarinet choir provides sustained background chords. The first theme
then reappears before moving into “Sainte Nuit” (Holy Night). This is played very softly by the brass section.
The conductor should look for a full (but soft) organ-like brass choir sound and should try for perfect balance
between voices.

The third tune, which is played by the lower brasses and woodwinds, is “Les Anges dans nos campagnes”
(Angels We Have Heard On High) and is played in a fanfare-like statement with “Joy To The World” used as
an upper woodwind counterpoint. It concludes with a repeat of the introductory material, except for trumpet
interventions repeating “Joy To The World”. The last five measures should sound very full and brilliant, with a
rather long hold on the fermata for a very majestic ending.

C’est Noel! was commissioned by Mr. Laurent Bréton for a special combined band of high school musicians
from the Quebec City area and was premiered on December 5, 1984 in Quebec City.

Andre Jutras
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